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HFMARKS 

J ^i*4«e^ o 17 19 and 22 have been amended. In 
„^„«p.di.,p«»«ni«". AwBc«.tt have excelled cUim. 1-4,8, n.l6 18.20-21 

>7|BilH tttlcctilTTlT - •'^ " "''^"^ 

The E«.mn« indicted ftat clrim. 5-7 w« r.jec«l under 35 U.S.C § U2 b«. were 
AppU«n« l«v= ««nd.d ol^m 5 «. «.d«.. .n.eoed,n. ta^^»e 
„o,-^«„Ex™ta«.A.App«c««.a.te»d«,.--pro^«c,l.,..rg.r..ep.=^-lbv*^^ 

allowance. 

Applicants thai* the Examiner for the indication that claims 9-10 were allowed. 
Applicants have amended claim 9 to correct a typographical error and believe the claims to still 
be allowable. 

^i^^T»aV.i« ftiihject Matter 

Hie Examiner objected to claims 17. 19 and 22 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim but indicated the claims were allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Applicants have so amended and 
accordingly believe claims 17. 19 and 22 to now be in condition for allowance. Applicants note 
they deleted the "merging" step from claiml7, 19 and 22 (that was previously in independent 
claims 15. 18 and 20) as the Examiner had objected to its inclusion in claim 5. 
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• • -7 Q.iQ 17 19 aiuJ 22 is believed to 

Tn view of the above, each of the remaining claims 5-7. 9-10, l /, ly a™ 

pass this application to issue. 



Dated: March 24, 2006 



Respe<jtfully^submitted, 

JQWS. Curran 
Registration No.: 50, 445 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For AppUcant 
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